ENGLISH GRAMMAR 2
INTERMEDIATE LEVEL
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The 4 (the giraffe, the telephone, the oldm%

A SPECIFIC TYPE OF ANIMALS

n Study these sentences:
= EX1: The giraffe is the tallest of all animals.
= EX2: Thebicycle is an excellent means of transport.
* EX3: When was the camera invented?
» EX4: Thedollar is the currency of the United States.
In these examples, the ... does not mean one specific thing.
The giraffe = a specific type of animal, not a specific giraffe.
We use the ... in this way to talk about a type of animal, machine
etc.
In the same way we use the for musical instruments:
= EX5:Canyou play the guitar?
= EX6:The piano I:C, my favorite instrument. Note (UGN (vithout the) = human
CompeyF = siping beings in general, the human race:
<+ EX7: I’d like to have a piano. but | can’t play the piano. , '

%« EX8: We saw a giraffe at the zoo. but The giraffe is my favorite . EX-93 Whagror QBRI the
animal origins of man? (not the man)
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THE RICH

B the old, the rich etc.

We use the + adjective (without a noun) to talk about groups of people. For example:
the old the elderly the rich the poor
the homeless the unemployed the sick the injured

the old = old people, the rich = rich people etc. :
= EX10: Do you think the rich should pay higher taxes?
= EX11: We need to do more to help the homeless.

Note that we say: the old (not the olds), the poor (not the poors) etc.

The rich, the homeless etc. are plural. For one person, we say:
= arich man (not arich) a homeless person (not a homeless)
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THE FRENCH, THE CHINESE ETC.

“* We use the + a few nationality adjectives that end in -ch or -sh. For example:
the French the Dutch the British the English the Spanish
The meaning is plural — the people of that country.

= EX12: The French are famous for their food. (not French are ... )
We do not say ‘a French’ or ‘an English’ (singular). For example, we say:
= EX13:1 meta French woman [ an English guy.
“** We also use the + nationality words ending in -ese or -ss. For example:
the Chinese the Portuguese the Swiss
These words can also be singular (a Chinese, a Swiss etc.).
%+ With other nationality words, the plural ends in -s (usually without the). For example:
an Italian - Italians a Mexican = Mexicans a Thai = Thais
= EX14: Italians [ Mexicans [ Thais are very friendly.
% In all cases you can use adjective + people. For example, you can say:
= EX15: French [ Chinese [ Mexican people are very friendly.
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TOM TAT

1. Khindivé mét loai dong vat, mot loai may mdc, nhac cu nao dé, chang ta ludén dung “the.” I’d like to have a
piano, but | can’t play the piano.
2. Khindéivé loai nguwdi mét cach chung chung, ching ta chi dung man ma khéng dung ”the man.” What do you
know about the origins of man.
3. Chung ta cling c6 thé dung “the” + tinh tir dé chi mdt nhdm nguwdi c6 tinh chat cda tinh tir d6, nhw the old,
the rich, the homeless, v.v... Do you think the rich should pay higher taxes?
4. Chung ta clng c6 thé dung “the’” védi cac tinh tir chi quoc tich, lwvu y mot so diém sau:
=  Dung “the” + cac tinh tir tan cung bang —ch hoac —sh: the French, the Dutch, the British, the English, the
Spanish. Khi dung theo cach nay, ching cé nghia sé nhiéu. Khi mudn chi so it, chidng ta dung tinh tir +
danh ttr nhw a French woman, an English guy.
=  Dung ”the” + cac tinh tlr tdn cling bang —ese hoac -ss: the Chinese, the Portuguese, the Swiss. Cac tinh tur
nay cng co thé dung nhuw so it: a Chinese, a Swiss.
= V&inhirng tir chi quoc tich khac, dé hinh thanh sé nhiéu, ching ta cé thé thém -s ma khong di vdi “the”:
Italians, Mexicans, Thais.
=  Trong moi tredng hop, chidng ta cd thé dung tinh tlr + people. The French people, the Chinese people,
ViVies
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