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The 1 W%%

THE ONLY ONE

** We use the when there is only one of something:
= EX1: Have you ever crossed the equator?
(there is only one equator)
= EX2: Our apartment is on the tenth floor.
= EX3: Buenos Aires is the capital of Argentina.
= EX4:1I'm going away at the end of this month.
“* We use the + superlative (best, oldest etc.):

= EX5: What’s the longest river in Europe?

%+ Compare the and a/an (see also Units 71-72):
= EX6: The sunis a star. (=one of many stars)
* EX7: The hotel where we stayed was a very old hotel.
= EX8:We live in an apartment on the tenth floor.

= EX9: What'’s the best way to learn a language:
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The 1

THE SAME

n “* We say ‘the same’:

= EX10: Your sweater is the same color as mine. (not is same color)

= EX11: ‘Are these keys the same?’ ‘No, they’re different.’
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THE WORLD
Lo wesay
the world the universe the sun the moon the earth
the sky the sea the ground the country (= not a town)

= EX12: | love to look at the stars in the sky. (not in sky)
= EX13: Doyou livein atown orin the country?
= EX14: The earth goes round the sun, and the moon goes round the earth.
<+ We also use Earth (without the) when we think of it as a planet in space (like Mars, Jupiter etc.).
= EX15: Which is the planet nearest Earth?
% We say space (without the) when we mean ‘space in the universe’. Compare:
= EX16: There are millions of stars in space. (not in the space)
= EX17: | tried to park my car, but the space was too small.
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THE CINEMA

** (go to) the cinema, the theatre

= EX18: Igo to the cinema alot, but | haven’t been to the theatre for ages.
< TV /television (without the), but the radio

= EX19: Iwatch TV alot, but | don’t listen to the radio much. but

= EX20: Canyou turn off the television, please? (the television = the TV set)

* the internet

= EX21: Theinternet has changed the way we live.
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BREAKFAST, LUNCH, DINNER

%+ We usually say breakfast/lunch/dinner (without the):

= EX22: What did you have for breakfast?
= EX23: We had lunch in a very nice restaurant.
%* But we say ‘a big lunch’, ‘a wonderful dinner’, ‘an early breakfast’ etc.

= EX24: We had a very nice lunch. (not We had very nice lunch)
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PLATFORM 5

<+ We say: size 43, platform 5 etc. (without the)

= EX25: Our train leaves from platform 5. (not the platform 5)
= EX26: Do you have these shoes in size 43? (not the size 43)

*** In the same way, we say: room 126, page 29, vitamin A, section B etc.
Y y
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TOM TAT

1. Chung ta dung the dé chi nhirng ngwoi [ vat chi cé mét va la duy nhat nhu “the equator” (dwong xich dao,)
“the capital of Vietham” v.v.... Have you ever crossed the equator’ Theo nghia nay, chung ta cing dung the
v@i cac danh tir di kem vdi so sdnh nhat (superlative comparison) What’s the longest river in Europe?

2. Lwuycac cum tir thwong dung voi the nhw the same, the world, the sky, the sea, the universe, the sun, the
moon, the earth, the ground, the country, the cinema, the theater, the internet, the radio v.v.. The internet has
changed the way we live.

3. Trong cdc tir trén, tuy vao nglr canh, mot sé ttr c6 thé khéng di kem véi “the’:
= Earth: khi dung v&i nghia “mot hanh tinh trong va tru”. Which is the planet nearest to Earth?

" Space: khi dung v&i nghia ”’khong gian trong va tru.” There are millions of stars in space. Tuy nhién, khi
dung v&i nghia ”’ché trong, hodc khong gian trong nha, xwéong ..."” ching ta dung kém vai “the.” | tried
to park my car, but the space was too small.

= Television: khi dung v&i nghia “mot phwong tién truyén thong.” | watch TV a lot, but | don’t listen to the
radio. Tuy nhién, khi chi chiéc “TV nhw moét cai may,” ching ta dung kem véi “the.” Can you turn off the
television, please?

4. Cactrrvong hop khéng dung voi “the’”:

» Cac bira an: Breakfast, lunch, dinner. We had lunch in a very nice restaurant.

= Cac danh tir dwoc dinh danh bang sé hay chi¥ cai: size 43, platform 5. Our train leaves from platform 5.
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