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WHO / THAT | WHICH

n Last week we had a party and a lot of people came. Everybody enjoyed it.

Everybody who came to the party enjoyed it.
l—'—l

Relative clause

A clause is a part of a sentence. A relative clause tells ~ We use who in arelative clause for people (not things):

us which person or thing (or what kind of person or = EX1: The woman who lives next door to me is a
thing) the speaker means: doctor.
* the woman who lives next door to me = EX2: | don’tlike people who complain all the time.
(‘who lives next door to me’ tells us whichwoman) = EX3: An architect is someone who designs
* people who complain all the time buildings.
(‘who complain all the time’ tells us what kind of = EX4: What was the name of the person who
people) called?
= EX5: Do you know anyone who wants to buy a
car?

We also use that for people, but not which:
= EX6: The woman that lives next door to me is a doctor. (not the woman which)

Sometimes you must use who (not that) for people — see Unit 95.
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THAT OR WHICH

B When we are talking about things, we use that or which (not who) in a relative clause:
= EX7:1don’tlike stories that have unhappy endings. or ... stories which have unhappy endings.
= EX8: Grace works for a company that makes furniture. or ... a company which makes furniture.
= EX9: The machine that broke down is working again now. or The machine which broke down ...

In these examples that is more usual than which, but sometimes you must use which. See Unit 95.
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NO HE /| SHE /| THEY / IT, PLEASE

In relative clauses we use who/that/which, not he/she/they]/it.
Compare:

= EX10: | met a Canadian woman at the party. She is an English teacher. (2 sentences)
| met a Canadian woman who is an English teacher. (1 sentence)

= EX11: | can’t find the keys. They were on the table.
Where are the keys that were on the table? (not the keys they were)

https://tienganhivy.com EG2 - Unit 92 — Relative clauses 1 Relative clauses 1 (clauses with who/that/which)



Relative clauses 1 (clauses with who/that/which) @%

WHAT = THE THING(S) THAT

n Compare what and that:

= EX12: What happened was my fault. (= the thing that happened)
But:

= EX13: Everything that happened was my fault. (not Everything what happened)

= EX14: The machine that broke down is now working again. (not The machine what broke down)
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1.  Ménh dé la mét b6 phan clia cau, bao gom mot cha ngiv va mdt dong tir chinh. Ménh dé quan hé cho ching
ta biét nguwoi hay vat nao ma nguoi néi dang dé cap.
Everybody who came to the party enjoyed it.
2.  Chung ta dung who, which, that dé bat dau ménh dé quan hé, trong dé:
= who va that dé b6 nghia cho nguoi.
= which va that dé bo nghia cho vat.
3. Trong mot so trudng hop ching ta khong dung “that” thay cho who va which dugc. Chi tiét sé thao luan &
bai 95.
4. Can phan biét what va that.
= What nghia la “diéu ma” (the things that) thuwdng gi¢i thiéu mét ménh dé danh tir dong vai tro chu ngr
hodc tuc tir caa mét déng tir. What happened was my fault.

= CoOn that thudng bat dau mét ménh dé tinh tie dé b6 nghia cho mét danh tir khdc. Everything that
happened was my fault.
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