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NOUN + NOUN
n “* You can use two nouns together (noun + noun) to mean one thing/person/idea etc. :
a bus driver income tax the city center an apple tree
The first noun is like an adjective. It tells us what kind of thing/person/idea etc. :
= abusdriver = the driver of a bus an apple tree = a tree that has apples
" jncome tax = tax that you pay on yourincome a Paris hotel = a hotel in Paris
* the city center = the center of the city my life story = the story of my life

%* SO you can say:

a television camera  a television program a television studio a television producer
(things or people to do with television)
language problems marriage problems health problems work problems

(different kinds of problems)
** Sometimes the first word ends in -ing:
= afrying pan (=a pan for frying)
* awashing machine
= aswimming pool
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MORE THAN TWO NOUNS

n %* Sometimes there are more than two nouns together:

= EX1: | waited at the hotel reception desk.

= EX2: We watched the World Swimming Championships on TV.

= EX3: If youwant to play table tennis (= a game), you need a table tennis table (= a table).
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ONE WORD OR TWO WORDS

“** When two nouns are together like this, sometimes we write them as one word and sometimes as two
separate words. For example:
a headache toothpaste a weekend a car park a road sign
There are no clear rules for this. If you are not sure, write two words.
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A COFFEE CUP V.S A CUP OF COFFEE

n * Note the difference between:

= 3 coffee cup (maybe empty) and a cup of coffee (= a cup with coffee in it)

= ashopping bag (maybe empty) and a bag of shopping (= a bag full of shopping)
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A FOUR-WEEK COURSE

ﬂ ** When we use noun + noun, the first noun is like an adjective. It is normally singular, but the meaning is often
plural. For example: a car park is a place to park cars, an apple tree is a tree that has apples.

% In the same way we say:
* athree-hour journey (= a journey that takes three hours)
= aten-pound note (= a note with the value of ten pounds)
= afour-week course
= 3 six-mile walk
= two 14-year-old girls

% Compare:

» EX4: It was a four-week course. (not a four weeks course,) but The course lasted four weeks.
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TOM TAT

1. Chung ta cé thé tao danh tir ghép bang cach két hop 2 hodc nhiéu danh tlr v&i nhau trong dé cac danh tir

dirng tredc déng vai tro tinh tir, bd nghia cho danh tir dirng sau. An apple tree means a tree that has apples.

2. Do6i khimot s6 danh tlr ghép dugc viét lién véi nhau thanh mot tir nhw headache, toothpaste, v.v... Khéng ¢
quy tac ré rang dé xac dinh khi nao viét lién, khi nao viét r&i nhau. Néu ban khong chac chan, cac ban cé thé
viét 2 tlr roi nhau.

3. Lwuy, can phan biét sy khdc nhau gitra danh tlr ghép bang cach ghép 2 danh tir véi nhau va danh tir dwoc
b6 nghia bang cum gidi tir. Danh tlr ghép chi tinh chat, hay loai d6 vat, con ngudi: coffee cup, shopping bag.
Con danh tir dwoc bo nghia bang cum gidi tir chi tinh trang ctia danh tir d6. A cup of coffee, a bag of
shopping.

4. Trong cac danh tlr ghép cé chira con so, cac danh tlr déng vai trd tinh tir luén & sé it, mac du né nghia sb

nhiéu. A ten-pound note, a six-mile walk, two 14-year-old girls.
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