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The 2 (school / the school etc.)

SCHOOL AND THE SCHOOL

AL I

— -

Ellie is ten years old. Every day she goes to school. Today Ellie’s mother wants to speak to her

She’s at school now. School starts at 9 and finishes daughter’s teacher. So she has gone to the school
at 3. to see her. She’s at the school now.

We say a child goes to school or is at school (as a Ellie’s mother is not a student. She is not ‘at school’,
student). We are not thinking of a specific school. she doesn’t ‘go to school’. If she wants to see Ellie’s
We are thinking of school as a general idea - children teacher, she goes to the school (= Ellie’s school, a
learning in a classroom. specific building).
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THE OR WITHOUT THE

n We use prison (or jail), hospital, university, college and church in a similar way. We do not use the when we are
thinking of the general idea of these places and what they are used for. Compare:

EX1A: When | leave school, | planto go to EX1B: | went to the university to meet Professor Thomas.
university / go to college. (as a student) (as a visitor, not as a student)

EX2A: Joe had an accident last week. He was taken EX2B: Jane has gone to the hospital to visit Joe. She’s at
to hospital. He’s still in hospital now. (as a the hospital now. (as a visitor, not as a patient)
patient)

EX3A: Ken’s brother is in prison for robbery. (Heis EX3B: Ken went to the prison to visit his brother. (He
a prisoner. We are not thinking of a specific went as a visitor, not as a prisoner.)
prison.)

EX4A: Sarah’s father goes to church every Sunday. EX4B: Some workmen went to the church to repair the
(for a religious service) roof. (a specific building)

With most other places, you need the. For example, the station, the cinema (see Units 72C and 73D).
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GO TO BED / BE IN BED

** We say go to bed/ be in bed etc. (not the bed):
= EX5: I’'m going to bed now. Goodnight.
= EX6: Do you ever have breakfast in bed?
but
= EX7:1sat down on the bed. (a specific piece of furniture)

“* go to work/be at work / start work / finish work etc. (not the work):
= EX8: Chris didn’t go to work yesterday.
= EX9: What time do you usually finish work?
“* go home / come home / arrive home / get home / be (at) home [ do something at home etc.:
= EX10: It’s late. Let’s go home.
= EX11: I don’t go out to work. | work at home.
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TOM TAT

1. Khindivé cac noi chon théng dung nhu trwwong hoc, trwong dai hoc, bénh vién, nha the, nha tu v.v..., ching
ta khong dung “the” néu ching ta cé y néi vé ching v&i nghia thong thuong nguwoi ta thuwdng gan véi
chidng, nhu tredng hoc la dé hoc sinh hoc tap, bénh vién la dé kham chira bénh cho bénh nhan. Every day
Ellie goes to school at 8.30. Con khi néi vé ching nhw nhirng toa nha, ching ta dung kem véi “the.” Some
workmen went to the church to repair the roof.

2. Khindivé hau hét cac noi chon cong cdng khac (ngoai cac noi chon & trén) nhuw rap hat, nha ga v.v... Chdng
ta van dung kém vdéi “the.” | go to the cinema a lot, but | haven’t been to the theatre for ages.

3. Lwuy3trrong hop theong gap:
= bed: khéng dung “the” khi chi bed nhw chd dé ngu. I’'m going to bed now. Goodnight. Khi dung “bed” dé

chi mot mén doé dung trong nha, ching ta dung kem véi “the.” | sat down on the bed.

=  work: chung ta khong dung ““the” khi noi go to work, be at work, start work, finish work. Christ didn’t go
to work yesterday.

"  Home: trong ty nhw voi work, chung ta cing khong dung “the” vdi home: go home, come home, arrive
home, get home, be (at) home. | don’t go out to work. | work at home.
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