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Countable nouns with a/an and some @%ﬁy

SINGLE OR PLURAL
n Countable nouns can be singular or plural
a dog a child the evening this party an umbrella
dogs some children the evenings these parties two umbrellas

** Before singular countable nouns you can use a/an:
= EX1: Bye! Have a nice evening.
= EX2: Do you need an umbrella?
“* You cannot use singular countable nouns alone (without a/the/my etc.):
* EX3:She never wears a hat. (not wears hat)
= EX4: Be careful of the dog.
= EX5:What a beautiful day!
= EX6: Did you hurt your leg?
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Countable nouns with a/an and some @%ﬁ?
A /AN

n “** We use a/an ... to say what kind of thing something is, or what kind of person somebody is:
= EX7:That’s a nice table.
%* In the plural we use the noun alone (not some....):
= EX8: Those are nice chairs. (not some nice chairs)
Compare singular and plural:

= EX9A: Adogisananimal. = EX9B: Dogs are animals.

= EX10A: I’'man optimist. = EX10B: We're optimists.

= EX11A: My fatheris a doctor. = EX11B: My parents are both doctors.

= EX12A: Janeis areally nice person. = EX12B: Jane and Ben are really nice people.
= EX13A: What a lovely dress! = EX13B: What awful shoes!

We say that somebody has a long nose / a nice face / blue eyes / long fingers etc. :

= EX14A: Jack has along nose. (not the long nose) = EX14B: Jack has blue eyes. (not the blue eyes)

We use a/an when we say what somebody’s job is:
* EX15: Sandrais a nurse. (not Sandra is nurse)

= EX16: Would you like to be an English teacher?
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Countable nouns with a/an and some @%ﬁ?
SOME

You can use some with plural countable nouns. We use some in two ways.
1. Some = a number (of) [ a few (of) [ a pair (of):
= EX17: I've seen some good movies recently. (not I’ve seen good movies)
= EX18: Some friends of mine are coming to stay at the weekend.
= EX19: | need some new sunglasses. (= a new pair of sunglasses)
» Often you can say the same thing with or without some. For example:
= EX20: | need(some) new clothes.
= EX21: Theroom was empty apart from a table and (some) chairs.
» Do not use some when you are talking about things in general (see Unit 75):
= EX22: |love bananas. (not some bananas)
= EX23: My aunt is a writer. She writes books. (not some books)
2. some = some but not all:
= EX24: Some children learn very quickly. (but not all children)
= EX25: Tomorrow there will be rain in some places, but most of the country will be dry.

https://tienganhivy.com EG2 - Unit 71 - Countable nouns with a/an and some



Countable nouns with a/an and some &,
’ W o
TOM TAT

1. Cacdanh tlr dém dwoc 6 thé la so it hay s6 nhiéu. Trwdc danh tir s6 it, chiing ta ¢é thé s&r dung a/an (an
trirdc danh tir bat dau bang 1 nguyén am.) Chidng ta khéng dung danh tir dém duwoc s6 it ma khong di kém
v&i mot mao tir (a/an hoac the) hoac tinh tlr s¢ hiru (my, her, his, your, v.v...) She never wears a hat.
2.  Chung ta dung a/an dé chi mét cai gi d6 hodc mét ngudi nao dé thudc loai nao (khi lan dau tién dé cap dén
vat hay nguoi dd.) A dog is an animal. My father is a doctor.
3. Chung ta cling dung a/ an dé:
=  mota cac bd phan trén co thé ctia mét ngwdi nao doé. Jack has a long nose.
=  (COng viéc cia mdt ngwoi. Sandra is a nurse.
4. Chung ta c6 thé dung some theo 2 cach:
= Cach 1: c6 nghia la mét sé hoac mét vai, va thong thwong ching ta cé thé néi hodc viét cing mot cau cé
hodac khéng cé some. | need (some) new clothes. Nhwng lwu y, chang ta khéng dung some khindi vé dé
vat hoac s viéc chung chung. I love bananas.

=  Cach 2: some dé chiy mét vai, khong phai tat ca. Some children learn very quickly.
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