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ENGLISH GRAMMAR 2
INTERMEDIATE LEVEL

Unit 68 - -ing clauses
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NGHIEN CU’U TINH HUONG

n Kate is in the kitchen. She’s making coffee. You can say:
= EX1: Kateis in the kitchen making coffee.

You can use -ing in this way when two things happen at the same time:
= EX2: A manran out of the house shouting.
(= he ran out of the house and he was shouting)
= EX3: Do something! Don’t just stand there doing nothing!
= EX4: Be careful crossing the road. -
We also use -ing when one action happens during another action: =
= EX5: Joe hurt his knee playing football.
(= while he was playing)
= EX6: Didyou cut yourself shaving?
(= while you were shaving)
You can also say ‘while doing something’ and ‘when doing
something’:
= EX7: Joe hurt his knee while playing football.
= EX8: Be careful when crossing the road.
(= when you are crossing)
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Kate is in the kitchen making coffee.
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-ING CLAUSES

n When one action happens before something else, we use

having (done) for the first action:

= EX9: Having found a hotel, we looked for somewhere
to eat.

= EX10: Having finished her work, she went home.
You can also say after -ing:

= EX11:  After finishing her work, she went home.

These structures are used more in written English than in spoken
English. When we begin a sentence with ‘Having (done something)’

or ‘After (doing something)’, we write a comma (,) after this part of
the sentence:

Having finished her work, she went home.
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-ING CLAUSE TO EXPLAIN SOMETHING

“* You can also use -ing to explain something, or to say why somebody does something.
The sentence usually begins with -ing:

= EX12: Feeling tired, | went to bed early.
(= because | felt tired)
= EX13: Being unemployed, he doesn’t have much money.
(= because he is unemployed)
= EX14: Not having a car, she finds it difficult to get around.
(= because she doesn’t have a car)
“* We use having (done) for something that is complete before something else:
= EX15: Having seen the film twice, | didn’t want to see it again.
(= because | had seen it twice)
These structures are used more in written English than in spoken English.
“* When we begin a sentence with -ing (Feeling tired ... / Not knowing ... / Having seen ... etc.),
we write a comma (,) after this part of the sentence.
= EX16: Not knowing what to do, | called my friend to ask her advice.
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BAI TAP NHANH

Make one sentence from the following two.
Select the answer which best completes the second sentence.
| felt tired. So | went to bed early.

, | went to bed early.

A. Tired

B. Have felt tired
C. Tiring

D. Feeling tired
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TOM TAT

1. D& ndi 2 cau c6 cung chd ngir khi chd ng thuc hién 2 hanh dong cung Itc v&i nhau, ching ta cé
thé dung “~ing clause.” Lwu y, chl nglr & “-ing clause” dugc lwgc bo (vi nd dworc ngdm hiéu la
cling chu ngr @ ménh dé sau) - Kate is in the kitchen. She’s making coffee = Kate is in the kitchen
making coffee. Chuing ta cling c6 thé dung “when” hodc “while” trwdc “-ing clause” - Joe hurt his
knee while playing football.

2.  DEé ndi 2 cau c6 cung chi ngir khi chd ngl¥ thwe hién 1 hanh déng tredc mot hanh dong khac,
ching ta cé thé chuyén ménh dé cé hanh déng xay ra trwdc thanh “~ing clause ” & dang hoan
thanh, nghia la “Having done something, I did this” Lwu y, chtil ng( & “-ing clause” dwgc lwgc bo
(vi né dwoc ngam hiéu la cung chid ngr & ménh dé sau) va sau “-ing clause” luén cé dau phay -
Having found a hotel, we looked for somewhere to eat.

3. Chudng ta ¢6 thé dung “~ing clause” dé giai thich cho ménh dé sau - Feeling tired, | went to bed
early. (= because | felt tired)
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