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Reported speech 2

..

n “* We do not always change the verb in reported speech. If the situation is still the same, it is not necessary to

CACH CHUYEN POl

change the verb to the past. For example:

= EX1: direct Paul said, ‘My new job is boring.’
reported Paul said that his new job is boring.
(The situation is still the same. His job is still boring now.)
= EX2: direct Helen said, ‘l want to go to Canada next year.’
reported Helen told me that she wants to go to Canada next year.

(Helen still wants to go to Canada next year.)
%* You can also change the verb to the past:
= Paul said that his new job was boring.
* Helen told me that she wanted to go to Canada next year.
%+ But if the situation has changed or finished, you need to use a past verb. Compare:
= EX3: Paul left the room suddenly. He said ‘l have to go.’ (direct speech)
Paul left the room suddenly. He said (that) he had to go. (not has to go)
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Reported speech 2
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You need to use the past in reported speech when what was
said is different from what is really true.
For example:
" You met Rachel a few days ago. She said:
Have you heard? Joe is in hospital.
" Later that day you meet Joe in the street. You say:
Joe, this is a surprise. Rachel said you were in hospital.
(not ‘you are in hospital’ - it’s clear that he isn’t)
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Reported speech 2

SAY AND TELL

If you say who somebody is talking to, use tell:

= EX4: Rachel told me that you were in hospital. (not Rachel said me)
= EX5: What did you tell the police? (not say the police)

Otherwise use say:

= EX6: Rachel said that you were in hospital. (not Rachel told that ... )
= EX7: What did you say?

You can ‘say something to somebody’:

= EX8: Anna said goodbye to me and left . (not Anna said me goodbye)

= EX9: What did you say to the police? Tell somebody about something
Say something to somebody
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Reported speech 2

TELL SOMEBODY TO DO SOMETHING

** We say ‘tell somebody to ...” and ‘ask somebody to...’.

Compare direct and reported speech:

= EX10:direct ‘Drink plenty of water,’ the doctor said to me.
reported The doctor told me to drink plenty of water.

= EX11:direct ‘Don’t work too hard,’ | said to Joe.
reported | told Joe not to work too hard.

= EX12:direct ‘Canyou help me, please,’ Jackie said to me.
reported Jackie asked me to help her.

“* You can also say ‘Somebody said (not) to do something’:

= EX13: Paul said not to worry about him. (but not Paul said me)
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Reported speech 2

BAI TAP NHANH

Anna goodbye to me and left.

A. said
B. says
C. told

D. tell
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Reported speech 2

TOM TAT
1. Khi dobi cau tur truc tiép sang twong thuat, khong phai lic nao chiing ta cting déi thi tor hién
tai thanh qua khir. Néu sy viéc van ding vao thoi diém tuong thuéat, ching ta co thé gilr
nguyén thi cua ddng tur trong cau tuwo'ng thuat.
Paul said that his new job is boring.
2. Khindi dung twdong thuat khéong con ding tai thoi diém ké lai, nhat thiét chdng ta phai dung thi

qua khr.
Joe, this is a surprise. Rachel said you were in hospital.
3. Chuysw khac biét gitra say va tell. Chung ta noi tell somebody, nhuwng khong noi say somebody.

4. Khitwong thuat cau ménh Iénh, chdng ta dung cau truc tell someone to do something, hoac ask

someone to do something.
The doctor told me to drink plenty of water.

https://tienganhivy.com EG2 - Unit 48 — Reported speech 2



