ENGLISH GRAMMAR 2
INTERMEDIATE LEVEL

Unit 40 - if | had known ... | wish | had knownm ...
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NGHIEN CU’U TINH HUONG
n Last month Gary was in hospital for a few days. Rachel didn’t  We use if + had (’d) ... to talk about the past (if I’'d known /

know this. if you’d done etc.):
A few days ago they met by chance. Rachel said: = | didn’t see you when you passed me in the street. If I’d
= |fI’"d known you were in hospital, | would have gone to seen you, | would have said hello.

visit you. = They didn’t go out last night. They would have gone out

(=1 didn’t know, so | didn’t go to visit you) if they hadn’t been so tired. (but they were tired)

If I’d known = If | had known. = If you’d been looking where you were going, you
This tells us that she didn’t know before. wouldn’t have walked into the wall. (but you weren’t
looking)

= The view was wonderful. | would have taken some
pictures if I'd had (= if | had had) a camera with me. (but |
didn’t have a camera)

Compare:
* |’'mnot hungry. If | was hungry, | would eat something. (now)
= | wasn’t hungry. If | had been hungry, | would have eaten something. (past)
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PIEU KIEN KHONG CO THAT O QUA KHU

B We do not say “if something would have happened”. We

use would in the other part of the sentence:
= |f | had seen you, | would have said hello. (not If | would

have seen you)
v' The short form ’d can be would or had:

v' If I’d seen you, (I’d seen = | had seen)
v' I’d have said hello. (I’d have said = | would have said)

https://tienganhivy.com

“* We use had done/known/been etc. in the same way after

wish.
= | wish something had happened =

| am sorry that it didn’t happen
* | wish something hadn’t happened =
| am sorry that it happened
* | wish I’"d known that Gary was ill. | would have
gone to see him. (but I didn’t know)
= | feelsick. | wish | hadn’t eaten so much. (I ate too

much)
* Do you wish you’d studied science instead of

languages? (you didn’t study science)
% Compare:
* I’'mglad | saw him. (=1saw him)
* | wish I’d seen him. (= I didn’t see him)

“* We do not say “wish ... would have...”
= The weather was cold. | wish it had been warmer.

(not I wish it would have been)
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SO SANH VA

n * Compare would (do) and would have (done):

= |If I’d gone to the party last night, | would be tired now. (I am not tired now - present)

= |f I’d gone to the party last night, | would have met lots of people. (I didn’t meet lots of people - past)

% Compare would have, could have and might have:

* |f the weather hadn’t been so bad,
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we would have gone out.
we could have gone out.
(= we would have been able to go out)

we might have gone out.

(= maybe we would have gone out)
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THU'C HANH NHANH

For the situation below, write a sentence beginning with If.

| wasn’t hungry, so | didn’t eat anything.

https://tienganhivy.com EG2 - Unit 40 - if | had known ... | wish | had known ...



if | had known... | wish | had known.... W%%

TOM TAT

1. DE& dién ta mot diéu kién khong c6 that trong qua khi, ching ta dung cau tric:

If subject + past perfect, subject + would have + past participle

If I’d seen you, | would have said hello.
2. Chudng ta khéng dung “would” trong ménh dé if, ma dung & ménh dé chinh.

3. D& dién td wdc mudn vé mot tinh hudng khéng cé that trong qud khir, ching ta dung cdu tric:
Subject + wish + subject + past perfect

The weather was cold. | wish it had been warmer.

4. "Would do” dién ta mot tinh hudng hién tai. “Would have done” dién ta mot tinh huéng trong qua khi.
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