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ENGLISH GRAMMAR 2
INTERMEDIATE LEVEL

Unit 39 - If | knew ... | wish | knew ...
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IF | KNEW

If | knew
his number

Sarah wants to phone Paul, but she can’t do this .
because she doesn’t know his number. She says:

* |’d phone him if | knew his number.

(I’d phone = | would phone) 4
Sarah doesn’t know Paul’s number, so she says “if I
knew”.

She imagines what she would do if she knew his :
number.

https://tienganhivy.com

When we imagine a situation like this, we use if +
past (if | knew / if you were / if we didn’t etc.).

But the meaning is present, not past:

EX1: There are many things I’d like to do if | had
more time. (but | don’t have time)

EX2: If | didn’t want to go to the party, | wouldn’t
go. (but | want to go)

EX3: If you were in my position, what would you
do?
EX4: It’s a pity he can’t drive. It would be useful if

he could.
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| WISH | KNEW

“* We use the past in the same way after wish (I wish | knew [ | wish you
were etc.)
% We use wish to say that we regret something, that something is not as
we would like it to be:
= EX5: | wish | knew Paul’s phone number.
(=1don’t know it and | regret this)
= EX6: Do you ever wish you could fly? (you can’t fly)
= EX7:It’s very crowded here. | wish there weren’t so many people.

(there are a lot of people)
= EX8: 1 wish | didn’t have to work tomorrow, but unfortunately |
= do.
| ~ *% Compare:
P = EX9:I'mglad | live here. (I live here and that’s good)
= EX10: 1 wish | lived here. (I don’t live here unfortunately)
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WOULD E

After if and wish, you can use were instead of was (if | were

. % Could sometimes means “would be able to” and
[ | wish it were etc.). You can also use was. So you can say:

= EX11: If  were you, | wouldn’t buy that coat. or If | was sometimes “was/were able to”:
Vou, ..- _
= EX18:Sh I r h l
= EX12:I’d go for a walk if it weren’t so cold. or ... ifit 5 Sihe couldl gel @ BRtier job (sne could gex
wasn’t so cold. = she would be able to get) if she could speak

= EX13: 1 wish Anna were here. or | wish Anna was here.

We do not usually say “if ... would”. We use would (’d) in another language. ('f she could speak = if she

the other part of the sentence: was able to speak)
= EX14:If | were rich, | would travel a lot. (not If | would be

”.Chj (not If = EX19: | wish | could help you. (I wish I could =1
= EX15: Who would you ask if you needed help? (not if you wish | was able)

would need)

In the same way we say:

= EX16: | wish | had something to read. (not I wish | would
have)

= EX17: | wish she were here now. (not | wish she would be)
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BAI TAP NHANH

Select the option which best completes the sentences below:

| don’t know many people (and ’m lonely). | wish | more people.

A. will know

B. would know
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TOM TAT

1. CAu trac cau If | did something, | would .... dién ta mét tinh huéng ching ta twdng twong, khéng cé that

hién tai. Cau trac cua cau diéu kién loai nay la:
If + subject + past, subject + would + infinitive
If you were in my position, what would you do?
2. CAautric caul wish ... dién ta tinh huéng ching ta héi han vé mot viéc gi d6, mot viéc gi d6 da khong dién ra
nhw chidng ta mong muén. Cau tric clia mau ciu nay la:
Subject + wish + subject + past
| wish | knew Paul’s phone number.
3. O ménh dé if va ménh dé theo sau wish, ching ta dung “were” cho tat ca cdc ngdi néu dong tir [a “to be,”
mac du “was” cling c6 thé dwoc sir dung cho cac chlingl sé it - If | were you, | wouldn’t buy that coat.
4. Chung ta khong dung “would” & ménh dé if va ménh dé theo sau wish
Could vira c6 nghia “would be able to” va “was able to,” nén trong mét so tinh huéng phu hep, cé thé dung

¢ ménh dé if va ménh dé sau wish - She could get a better job if she could speak another language.
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