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ENGLISH GRAMMAR 2
INTERMEDIATE LEVEL

Unit 35 — I’d better ... it’s time....
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I’d better... it’s time...

HAD BETTER

n <+ had better (I’d better / you’d better etc.)

I’d better do something = it is advisable to do it.
If 1 don’t do it, there will be a problem or a danger

= EX1: 1 have to meet Amy in ten minutes. I’d better go now or I’ll be late.
= EX2:“Shall | take an umbrella?” “Yes, you’d better. It might rain.”
= EX3: We'd better stop for petrol soon. The tank is almost empty.
“* The negative is I’d better not (= I had better not):
= EX4: A: That jacket looks good on you. Are you going to buy it?
B: I’d better not. It’s very expensive.
= EX5:You don’tlook very well. You’d better not go out tonight.
“* Remember that “had” is normally past, but we use had better for the present or future, not past.
= EX6:I’d better go now / tomorrow.
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HAD BETTER v.s SHOULD

B HAD BETTER AND SHOULD
% Had better is similar to should but not exactly the same. We use had better only for a specific situation, not
for things in general. You can use should in all types of situations to give an opinion or give advice:
= EX7:It’s late. You’d better go. or You should go. (a specific situation)
= EX8:You’re always at home. You should go out more often. (in general - not “had better go”)
“* Also, with had better, there is always a danger or a problem if you don’t follow the advice. Should means
only “itis a good thing to do”. Compare:
= EX9:It’s a great film. You should go and see it. (but no problem if you don’t)

= EX10: The film starts at 8.30. You’d better go now or you’ll miss the beginning.
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IT’S (HIGH) TIME

n IT’S (HIGH) TIME ...

“* You can say It’s time (for somebody) to ... :
= EX11: It’s time to go home. [ It’s time for us to go home.
¢ But you can also say:
= EX12: It’s late. It’s time we went home.
When we use it’s time + past (‘it’s time we went’ etc.), the meaning is present, not past:
= EX13: It’s time they were here. Why are they so late? (not It’s time they are here)

It’s time somebody did something =they should have already done it or started it.
** We often use this structure to criticize or to complain:
= EX14: This situation can’t continue. It’s time you did something about it.
= EX15: He’s very selfish. It’s time he realized that he isn’t the most important person in the world.
** You can also say It’s about time.... :
= EX16:Jack is a great talker, but it’s about time he did something instead of just talking.
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I’d better ... it’s time....
BAI TAP NHANH

Select the option which best completes the sentences below:

It’s 10 o’clock. It’s after the children’s bedtime.
You think they should be in bed. You say:
It’s time they in bed.

A. are

B. be

D. should be
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TOM TAT

1. Had better (=‘d better) va Had better not la cau trdc cau khuyén ai dé nén lam gi. So v&i should,
should thuwong dwoc dung dé duwa ra nhirng 1&i khuyén chung chung. Had better thuwdng dung
cho nhirng tinh huéng cu thé, va thwong cé nghia néu khéng lam theo, sé cé nhirng hdu qua gi dé
- The film starts at 8.30. You’d better go now or you’ll miss the beginning.

2. It’s time, it’s high time, it’s about time someone did something chi viéc mét ai d6 da nén bat dau
lam viéc gi d6 nhuwng ho chwa lam, co ham y phé phan - It’s time they were here. Why are they so
late? Mac du & thé qua khi& (chinh xdc hon qud khir bang thdi - past subjunctive,) nhwng cau co y

nghia hién tai.
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