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ENGLISH GRAMMAR 2
INTERMEDIATE LEVEL

Unit 30 - May and might 2
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MAY AND MIGHT - FUTURE

n “* We use may and might to talk about possible actions or happenings in the future:
= EX1:1 haven’t decided where to go on holiday. | may go to Ireland. (= perhaps | will go there)
= EX2: Take an umbrella with you. It might rain later. (= perhaps it will rain)
= EX3:The busisn’t always on time. We might have to wait a few minutes. (= perhaps we will have to wait)
“* The negative forms are may not and might not (mightn’t):
= EX4: Amy may not go out tonight. She isn’t feeling well. (= perhaps she will not go out)
= EX5: There might not be enough time to discuss everything at the meeting. (= perhaps there will not be
enough time)
% Compare:
= EX6:1’'m going to buy a car. (for sure)
* EX7:1 may buy a car. or | might buy a car. (possible)
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MIGHT - NOT REAL
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% Usually you can use may or might. So you can say:
= EX8:1may go to Ireland. or | might go to
Ireland.
= EXo9:Jane might be able to help you. or Jane
may be able to help you.

’i

¢ But we use might (not may) when the situation is
not real:
= EX10: If they paid me better, | might work
harder. (not | may work) This situation (If they
paid me better) is not real. They do not pay me

well, so I’'m not going to work harder.
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Compare may/might be -ing and will be -ing:
= EX11: Don’t phone at 8.30. I’ll be watching the
football on TV.
= EX12: Don’t phone at 8.30. | might be
watching the football on TV. (= perhaps I’ll be
watching it)
% We also use may/might be -ing for possible plans.
Compare:
=  EX13: ’'m going to Ireland soon. (for sure)
= EX14: 1 might be going. (or | may be going) to

Ireland soon. (possible)
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EX15: A: What time are you going
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MIGHT AS WELL

n Helen and Clare have just missed the bus.

The buses run every hour|

(What shall we do? Shall we walk?:A | ‘

R & well go now. or... | may as well

Y I
We might as well. It’s a nice day and]A : l et ol g0 NoWw.
| don’t want to wait here for an hour. - s " .
% HE e+ Sl S = EX16: Buses are so expensive these

o N

out?
B: Well, I’'m ready, so | might as
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We might as well do something = we should days, you might as well get a taxi.

do it because there is no better alternative.
Thereis no reason not to do it.

(= taxis are as good, no more

expensive than buses)
You can also use may as well.

We might as well / may as well do something =
chdng ta nén lam viéc dé vi khong cé cach nao tét hon. Khéng ¢é ly do gi dé khong
lam viéc do.
(C6 thé djch: tét nhdt lanén ... ..)
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BAI TAP NHANH

Select the option which best completes the sentences below:

You and a friend have just missed the bus. The buses run every hour.
You say: We’ll have to wait an hour for the next bus. We walk.
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TOM TAT

1. May va might déu chi m6t hanh déng [ sw viéc gi d6 ”cd thé ” xay ra — Where’s Ben? He may be in
his office.

2. Chung ta dung might khi tinh huéng khong that - If they paid me better, | might work harder.

3. May be + V-ing [ Might be + V -ing dwgc dung dé chi mét ké hoach chwa chac chan - | might be
going to Ireland soon. (possible)

4. Might as well do something nghta la tot nhat la lam mot cai gi d6 - Buses are so expensive these

days, you might as well get a taxi.
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