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ENGLISH GRAMMAR 2
INTERMEDIATE LEVEL
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May and might 1 5.

MAY AND MIGHT - PRESENT

n You are looking for Ben. Nobody is sure where he is, but you get some suggestions. o \We use may or mlght to say that

(WhEVESBen?)/He may be in his ofﬁce) (=perhaps heisin his office) Something S possible. You can use may

N or might:
’ He might be having lunch =perh he is having lunch
_ X ; ) R = EX1: It may be true. or It might be

Ask Kate. She might know.) (= perhaps she knows) true. (= perhaps It IS true)

= EX2:She might know. or She may

_ know.
_— be (true /in his office etc.) *» The negative forms are may not and
you/she/they (etc.) s (not) ' be -ing (doing / working [ having etc.) h ‘
& know [ work [/ want etc. might not:
= EX3: It may not be true.
Note the difference between may be (2 words) and maybe (1 word): (= perhaps it isn’t true)
* |t may be true. (may + verb) = EX4:She might not know.

= ‘Isit true?’ ‘Maybe. I’'m not sure.” (maybe = it’s possible, perhaps) (= perhaps she doesn’t know)

https://tienganhivy.com EG2 - Unit 29 - May and might 1



May and might 1

MAY HAVE AND MIGHT HAVE - PAST

n % For the past we use may have ... or might have ... :
= EX5:A: I wonder why Kate didn’t answer her phone.
B: She may have been asleep. (= perhaps she was asleep)
= EX6: A:l can’t find my phone anywhere.
B: You might have left it at work. (= perhaps you left it at work)
= EX7: A: Why wasn’t Amy at the meeting yesterday?
B: She might not have known about it. (= perhaps she didn’t know)
= EX8: A: |l wonder why David was in such a bad mood yesterday.

B: He may not have been feeling well. (= perhaps he wasn’t feeling well)

been (asleep / at home etc.)
(not) have | been -ing (doing / working / feeling etc.)
known [ had / wanted / left etc.

may

you/she/they (etc.) i

https://tienganhivy.com EG2 - Unit 29 - May and might 1



May and might 1

COULD, MAY AND MIGHT

n % could is similar to may and might:
= EXo:It’s a strange story, but it could be true. (= it is possible that it’s true)

= EX10: You could have left your phone at work. (= it’s possible that you left it there)
%+ But couldn’t (negative) is different from may not and might not. Compare:

= EX11: Sarah couldn’t have received my message. Otherwise she would have replied.

(= it is not possible that she got my message)
= EX12: Why hasn’t Sarah replied to my message? | suppose she might not have received it.
(= it’s possible that she didn’t receive it — perhaps she did, perhaps she didn’t)
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BAI TAP NHANH

Select the option which best completes the sentences below:

A: | was surprised Amy wasn’t at the meeting. Perhaps she didn’t know about it.
B: Maybe. She about it.

@might not have known

B. might not know

C. may not know

D. could not know
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May and might 1 5.

TOM TAT

1. May va might déu chi m6t hanh déng [ sw viéc gi d6 ”cd thé ” xay ra — Where’s Ben? He may be in

his office.

2. DE ndi vé cac tinh hudng trong qua khir, ching ta dung “may have”, “might have” - She may
have been asleep.

3. O thé khang dinh, could cé nghta giéng may va might. Nhwng & thé ph dinh, couldn’t chi mot
viéc gi d6 da khéng thé xay ra, con may not va might not c6 nghia viéc dé cé thé da xay ra hodc

khong xay ra - Why hasn’t Sarah replied to my message? | suppose she might not have received it.
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