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ENGLISH GRAMMAR 2
INTERMEDIATE LEVEL

Unit 28 - must and can
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PRESENT SITUATION

Must and can’t

n (My house is very near the motorway)

% We use must to say that we believe something is certain:
= EX1: You’ve been travelling all day. You must be tired.
(travelling is tiring and you’ve been travelling all day, so

you must be tired)

= EX2:‘Joeis a hard worker.” ‘Joe? You must be joking.

He doesn’t do anything.’

= EX3:Louise must get very bored in her job. She does

the same thing every day.
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% We use can’t to say that we believe something is not

possible:
= EX4:You’ve just had lunch. You can’t be hungry

already.
(we don’t expect people to be hungry immediately after

a meal)
= EX5:They haven’t lived here for very long. They can’t

know many people.

you/she/they (etc.)

must
can’t

be (tired / hungry [ at work etc.)
be -ing (doing [ going [ joking etc.)
get [ know [ have etc.
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Must and can’t %jg@

PAST SITUATION

Martin and Lucy expected their friends to

be at home.
They rang the doorbell twice, but

nobody has answered. Lucy says:

/There’s nobody at\

home. They must
khave gone out.

They must have gone out.
(=there is no other possibility)

% For the past we use must have ... and can’t have ... : % For the past we use must have ... and can’t have... :

= EX6: | lost one of my gloves. | must have dropped it = EX8: Sarah hasn’t contacted me. She can’t have got
somewhere. (that’s the only explanation | can think my message.
of) = EX9: Max walked into a wall. He can’t have been

=  EX7:‘We used to live very near the motorway.’ ‘Did looking where he was going.
you? It must have been noisy.’  You can use couldn’t have instead of can’t

have:
= EX10: Sarah couldn’t have got my

been (asleep [ at work etc.) message

have | been-ing (doing / looking etc.)
= EX11: Max couldn’t have been lookin
HORE| E0L) kO BLC where he was going. °
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Must and can’t

..

BAI TAP NHANH

Select the option which best completes the sentences below:

I’ve lost one of my gloves. | it somewhere.

A. can drop

B. must drop

@must have dropped
D. can’t have dropped
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TOM TAT

1. Chung ta dung must dé ndi ching ta tin mot viéc gi d6 la chac chan (tam dich - chac han) - You’ve been
travelling all day. You must be tired — Ban da di lgi ca ngay. Ban chdc han rat mét.

2. Chung ta dung can’t dé ndi chdng ta tin mot viéc gi do la khéng thé - You’ve just had lunch. You can’t be
hungry already - Ban vtra dn truwa xong. Ban khéng thé da doi roi.

3. Must have + past participle dién td mot suy ludn vé sy chac chan ciia mot viéc gi dé da xay ra trong qué khi -
| lost one of my gloves. | must have dropped it somewhere - Téi dd lam mat gdng tay. Téi chac han da danh ro’i
no ¢ dau do.

4. Can’t have + past participle dién td mét suy luan vé sw chac chan cia mot viéc gi dé da khéng xay ra trong
qud khit - Sarah hasn’t contacted me. She can’t have got my message — Sarah chwa lién lgc v&i toi. C6 dy khdng

thé da nhan dwoc tin nhadn ctia toi.
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