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Could (do) and could have (done)

COULD FOR POSSIBLE ACTIONS

/What <hall we 1 We could go to the cinema.) ** Sometimes could is the past of can (see Unit 26):
do tonight? = EX1: Listen. | can hear something. (now)
= EX2: | listened. | could hear something. (past)

¢ But could is not always past. We also use could for

possible actions now or in the future, especially to make
suggestions. For example:
= EX3: A: What shall we do tonight?
B: We could go to the cinema.
= EX4:A: When you go to Paris next month, you could
stay with Sarah.

B: Yes, | suppose | could.
% Canis also possible in these sentences (‘We can go to the

cinema.’ etc.). Could is less sure than can.
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Could (do) and could have (done)

COULD - NOT REALISTIC AND IN SPECIFIC SITUATION
n “* We also use could (not can) for actions that are not

realistic. For example: “* We also use could (not can) to say that something
= EX5:’mso tired, | could sleep for a week. (not is possible now orin the future:
| can sleep for a week) = EX9: The story could be true, but | don’t think
% Compare can and could: it is. (not can be true)
= EX6: | can stay with Sarah when | go to Paris. = EX10:1don’t know what time Lisa is coming.
(realistic) She could get here at any time.
= EX7: Maybe I could stay with Sarah when | go % Compare can and could:
to Paris. (possible, but less sure) = EX11: The weather can change very quickly in
= EX8: Thisis a wondertful place. | could stay the mountains. (in general)
here for ever. (unrealistic) »= EX12: The weather is nice now, but it could

change later. (the weather now, not in general)
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Could (do) and could have (done)

COULD HAVE DONE

n We use could have (done) to talk about the past. Compare:

= EX13: ’m so tired, | could sleep for a week. (now)

..

| was so tired, | could have slept for a week. (past)
» EX14: The situation is bad, but it could be worse. (now)

The situation was bad, but it could have been worse. (past)

Something could have happened = it was possible, but did not happen:
= EX15: Why did you stay at a hotel? You could have stayed with me.

Sao ban lai & khdch san? Lé ra ban da cé thé & cho toi.
= EX16: David was lucky. He could have hurt himself when he fell, but he’s all right.
David da gdp may. Cau dy I€ ra dd cé6 thé bi thwong khi ngd, nhwng cdu dy da khéng bi sao.
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Could (do) and could have (done)

COULDN’T DO

..

ﬂ “* | couldn’t do something = it would not be possible:

= EX17: 1 couldn’t live in a big city. I’d hate it. (= it wouldn’t be possible for me)
= EX18: Everything is fine right now. Things couldn’t be better.

“* For the past we use couldn’t have ... (= would not have been possible):
= EX19: We had a really good holiday. It couldn’t have been better.

%* Note that ‘| couldn’t do something’ has two meanings:
1. | couldn’t =it would not be possible now, | would not be able:

= EX20: | couldn’t run ten kilometers now. I’m not fit enough. (= | would not be able)

2. | couldn’t = | was not able (past)

= EX21: 1 couldn’t run yesterday because I’d hurt my leg. (= | was not able)
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Could (do) and could have (done)

BAI TAP NHANH

..

Select the option which best completes the sentences below:

We had a really good holiday. It better.

couldn’t have been

B. couldn’t be
C. wasn’t possible to be

D. can’t be
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Could (do) and could have (done)

TOM TAT

..

1. “Could” ngoai vai tro lam thé qua khi¥ ctia “can,” “could” con c6 thé chi mét hanh déng c6 thé xay ra & hién

tai hodc twong lai, ddc biét la dé dwa ra mot dé nghi - When you go to Paris next month, you could stay with
Sarah. “Could” thuong cé nghia kém chac chan hon “can”
2. MOt so tinh hudng ching ta chi dung could ma khéng dung can:
= Khindi vé mot hanh dong khéng thwc té - I’'m so tired, | could sleep for a week.
= Khindi vé mot viéc gi d6 co thé xay ra & hién tai hodc trong twong lai - The story could be true, but | don’t
think it is.
3. “could have done” chi mét hanh déng c6 kha nang da xay ra nhwng lai da khong dién tién nhw vay - Why did
you stay at a hotel? You could have stayed with me.
4. Canluuy “couldn’t do” cé thé cé 2 nghia, 1 nghia hién tai (khong thé lam mot viéc gi do bay gio,) - | couldn’t
run ten kilometres now. I’'m not fit enough - 1 nghia qua khi (da khong thé lam moét viéc gi dé trong qua khi) -

I couldn’t run yesterday because I'd hurt my leg.
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