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if and when
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WHEN I DO

n . ‘I’ll call you again later when I arrive’ bao gom 2 phan (2 ménh dé:)
- Tllc = Ménh d& chinh: I’ll call you again later

=  Ménh dé phu -ménh dé trang ng(¥ chi thoi gian: when | arrive
The time is future (‘later’), but Amy says:

= ... when arrive (not when | will arrive)

We say

= when | do something (not will do)

= when something happens (not will happen)

The same thing happens after while /| before | after |

Amy is on a train. She’s calling a friend. as soon as [ until:
= EX4:What are you going to do while I’m away?
=  EX1: We’ll go out when it stops raining. (not when it will stop) (not while | will be)
= EX2: When you are here again, you must come and see us. (not = EX5: Before you go, there’s something | want to
When you will be) ask you.
= EX3: Don’t forget to lock the door when you go out. (not willgo) = EX6: Wait here until | come back. or ... till | come
back.
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WHEN | HAVE DONE

B “* You can also use the present perfect (have done) after when / after / until / as soon as:
= EX7:Can | have the newspaper when you’ve finished with it?
= EX8: Don’t say anything while lan is here. Wait until he has gone.
“* We use the present perfect to show that one thing is complete before the other. The two things do not
happen together:
= EX9: When I’ve phoned Kate, we can go out. (= first I’ll phone Kate and aft er that we can go out)
“* Do not use the present perfect if the two things happen together:
= EX10: When | phone Kate, I’ll ask her about the party. (not when I’ve phoned)
“* Itis often possible to use either the present simple or the present perfect:
= EX11: I'll come as soon as | finish. or I’ll come as soon as I’ve finished.
= EX12: You'll feel better after you have something to eat. or
You’ll feel better after you’ve had something to eat.
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IF AND WHEN

F AND WHEN

< After if, we normally use the present (if | do / if | see etc.) for the future:
= EX13: I’ll be angry if it happens again. (not if it will happen)
= EX14: Hurry up! If we don’t hurry, we’ll be late.

“* We use if (not when) for things that will possibly happen (or not happen):
= EXi15: If it is raining this evening, | won’t go out. (not when it is raining)
= EX16: Don’t worry if I’'m late tonight. (not when I’m late)
= EX17: If they don’t come soon, I’'m not going to wait for them.

** We use when for things which are sure to happen. Compare:
= EX18: I might go out later. (it’s possible) If | go out, I’ll get some bread.
= EX19: I’'m going out later. (for sure) When | go out, I’ll get some bread.
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BAI TAP NHANH

Select the option which best completes the sentences below:

When you here again, you must come and see us.

A. will be

C. shall be
D. are going to be
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TOM TAT

1. Trong ménh dé trang ng(r chi thoi gian (thwong bat dau véi when, until, before, after, as soon as, till ... .),
ching ta dung thi hién tai don hodc hién tai hoan thanh dé chi mét hanh dong / sw viéc trong tuong lai - Il
call you again later when | arrive.

2. Khi hanh déng trong ménh dé th&i gian hoan tat triedc hanh déng trong ménh dé chinh, ching ta dung thi
hién tai hoan thanh & ménh dé thoi gian.

3. Trong ménh dé if (néu,) ching ta dung thi hién tai don dé chi hanh déng / sw viéc trong twong lai - Don’t
worry if I’'m late tonight.

4. Chung ta dung “if” néu hanh dong cé thé xay ra hodc khéng xay ra (khong chac chan.) Dung when khi ching

ta chac chan sw viéc sé xay ra - I’'m going out later. When | go out, I'll get some bread.
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