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ENGLISH GRAMMAR 2
INTERMEDIATE LEVEL

Unit 15 — Past perfect (1 had done)
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Past perfect (I had done)

CACH DUNG VA CAU TRUC

..

Sarah and Paul went to the same party last week, but they didn’t see each
other. Paul left the party at 10.30 and Sarah arrived at 11 o’clock. So when

Sarah arrived at the party, Paul wasn’t there.
Sarah va Paul cting tham dw mét budi tiéc tudn trwdc, nhung ho da khéng gap
nhau. Paul r¢&ri buéi tiéc Itic 10.30 con Sarah dén 11.00 méi t&i. Nhw vay, Itc Sarah
t&i budi tiéc, Paul khéng con & dé nira.

He had gone home.

2 ; © Cau dy da vé nha.
B LY 3 had gone duoc chia & thi qua khtv hoan thanh (past perfect)

|, We (= I'd, We’d) gone
You had (= You’'d) seen
They, He, She, It (= They’'d, He'd, She’d, It'd...) | finished

Subject + had + past participle
(Chu ngi?) + had + qua kh phan tte
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Past perfect (I had done)

CACH DUNG VA CAU TRUC

..

Sometimes we talk about something that happened in the past:
Thinh thoang, chung ta néi vé moét viéc gi do xay ra trong qud khir
Sarah arrived at the party.

= This is the starting point of the story. Then, if we want to talk about things that
happened before this time, we use the past perfect (had ...):
Pay la diém khéi dau ctia cdu chuyén. Ké dén, néu mudn néi vé nhirng viéc xay ra trudc
thoi diém do, chung ta dung thi qud khte hoan thanh (had + pp) dé dién ta nhirng sy
viéc do:

When Sarah arrived at the party, Paul had already gone home.

By the time Sarah arrived at the party, Paul had already left.
* Ménh dé trang ng( chi thoi gian vai “by the time” thwong dwec dung kem véi ménh dé chinh & thi
qud khuw hoan thanh.

= EX1: When we got home last night, we found that somebody had broken into the

flat.
= EX2: Karen didn’t come to the cinema with us. She’d already seen the movie.

= EX3: At first | thought I’d done the right thing, but | soon realised that I’d made a

big mistake.
= EX4:The people sitting next to me on the plane were nervous. They hadn’t flown

before. (or They’d never flown before.)
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Past perfect (I had done)

CACH DUNG VA CAU TRUC

Past perfect

Past Now Past Now

Qud kht Bay gid Qua khr  Bay gidr

= EX5B: | wasn’t sure who she was. I’d seen her before,
but | couldn’t remember where.

= EX6B: We weren’t hungry. We’d just had lunch.

= EX7B: The house was dirty. They hadn’t cleaned it for
weeks.

= EX5A: Who is that woman? I’ve seen her before, but |
can’t remember where.

= EX6A: We aren’t hungry. We’ve just had lunch.

= EX7A:The house is dirty. They haven’t cleaned it for
weeks.
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Past perfect (I had done)

THI QUA KHU PON V.S QUA KHU HOAN THANH

..

Past pertect

= EX8A: A: Was Tom there when you arrived? = EX 8B: A: Was Tom there when you
B: Yes, but he left soon afterwards. arrived?
= EX9A: Kate wasn’t at home when | phoned. B: No, he’d alre'a'dy left.

She was at her mother’s house. ‘
= EX 9B: Kate had just got home when |

phoned.

She’d been at her mother’s house.
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Past perfect (I had done)

CACH DUNG VA CAU TRUC

Select the option which best completes the sentences below:

Somebody sang a song. You didn’t know it.
(I/not [/ hear /it /| before) |

A. never hear it before
B. have never heard it before

C. never heard it before

‘d never heard it before
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Past perfect (1 had done)

CACH DUNG VA CAU TRUC

..

1. Thi qua kh hoan thanh dién ta mot hanh dong / sw viéc xay ra trwéc mot hanh dong / sw viéc [ thoi diém

khac cling o trong qua khw (When | arrived at the party, she’d already left.)

2. Cau trdc thi qua khir hoan thanh la: Subject + had + past participle

3. Thi hién tai hoan thanh néi vé khoang th&i gian tir qua khir kéo dai dén hién tai; Thi qua khir hoan thanh
néi vé khoang thei gian trong qua khir kéo dai dén mét thei diém khac ciing trong qua khv (khéng lién
quan gi dén hién tai.) (The people sitting next to me on the plane were nervous. They hadn’t flown before.)

4. Thi qua khi don néi vé hanh déng / sir viéc xay ra va két thuc trong qud khir mét cach chung chung, khong
chi ré th tw thoi gian xay ra cua cac hanh déng. Thi qua khir hoan thanh néu ré th ty thoi gian xay ra cua
hanh dong / sw viéc (cua thi qué kh hoan thanh) dién ra trwedc hanh dong [ sw viéc khac cling & trong qua
khir.
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